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Bill Type and Number:  Resolution 2011-719
Sponsor: The Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission:
Date of Introduction: November 8, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU; RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: November 11, 2011
Type of Action: Brownfield Designation
Bill Summary: This bill designates the property at 5441 West 5th Street, Jacksonville, Florida, 32254, as a Brownfield Area for environmental rehabilitation and economic development.  The site is located in Council District 9.
Background Information: This parcel of land is owned by R.C.C.I. (“owner) and is under contract for sale.  The prospective purchaser, the Bruss Company, a subsidiary of Tyson Foods, Inc., proposes to restore the property to its highest and best reuse by addressing the environmental impacts, if any, and redeveloping the property to expand its meat processing operations.  The proposed expansion project (Bruss) would add 200 new, full-time jobs; Bruss would invest $7,200,000 in new private capital to revitalize a vacant refrigerated warehouse building, substantial renovations and acquisition of machinery and equipment.  The project would place back in service a vacant industrial building within an industrial area of Northwest Jacksonville. The City’s Brownfields Program is active in the redevelopment and reuse of properties.  Brownfields are defined as “real property”, the expansion, redevelopment or reuse of which is complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.  Designation as a Brownfield Area would enable the Bruss Company to take advantage of the Florida’s Brownfield Redevelopment Bonus Tax Refund Program.  The State would commit $400,000 (80%) of tax refunds for jobs creation; the City match would be in the amount of $100,000 (20%).  The City’s portion will be requested in the appropriate budget cycle.
Policy Impact: Economic Development/Brownfields/Jacksonville Economic Development Commission
Fiscal Impact: No fiscal impact in this resolution’s designation; a City match in the Brownfield Redevelopment Bonus Tax Refund Program (in the amount of $100,000) is forthcoming in subsequent legislation.
Analyst: Jackson
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